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Angela Kantarellis is a Certified Professional 
Organizer® based in NYC. She started AKorganizing in 
2006 and is proud to have grown the business into one 
of the leading professional organizing companies in 
NYC.  
 
Angela is a native New Yorker with a background in 
residential real estate. She has a deep love of NY living 
and a keen sense of how to organize a NYC home. This 

passion has fueled her residential organizing business and inspired a 
specialization in moving and unpacking. Angela and her team help busy 
New Yorkers get organized quickly, easily and with a stylish flair. 
 
Angela is member of the National Association of Professional Organizers 
(NAPO) and has served on the Board of Directors of the NAPO – NY 
Chapter. She is a Certified Professional Organizer® (CPO®) and a 
member of NAPO’s Golden Circle. She holds an undergraduate degree 
from New York University and a Master’s degree in Psychology from the 
New School for Social Research. 
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Introduction 
 
Over the last 9 years we have seen a growing trend – busy New Yorkers 
are hiring their moving company to pack their belongings and a 
professional organizing company to unpack and set up their new home.  
 
We believe that the reason for this trend is two-fold: 1) we live in a 
service oriented culture accustomed to outsourcing tasks that will save us 
time and make our lives easier and 2) New Yorkers, especially busy 
moms, are eager to minimize the stress and disruption that moving 
engenders.  
 
In brief – you could do the packing and unpacking yourself, but you don’t 
have to. It’s easier and more efficient to hire professionals to do it for 
you.  
 
This Insider’s Guide to Moving in NYC is a curated list of industry secrets 
you won’t find assembled anywhere else.  
 
I hope that you find this guide useful. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if I can be of help to you in any way. We do offer a complimentary 
phone consultation.  
 
Best,  
 
Angela Kantarellis  
Founder/Owner 
AKorganizing 
www.akorganizing.com 
ak@akorganizing.com 
646-245-1248 
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Get Organized  
 
Create a moving folder to organize estimates, invoices, design ideas, 
furniture purchases, receipts and other moving-related items. One of our 
favorites is the Esselte Oxford Poly 8-Pocket Folder. 
 

  
Use one notebook for all your notes, tasks 
and shopping lists for easy reference. This 
is what David Allen, author of Getting 
Things Done, calls a capture tool – a 
trusted system where you can capture all 
your notes. 

The Administrative Details – and resources to 
make your life easier! 
 
Forward your mail - Submit a change of address form at your local post 
office – You can also do this on line though USPS. It costs $1 on line.  
 
Switch over your utilities  
 
Con Edison  
1 800-75-CONED  
(1-800-752-6633)  
 
Time Warner  
 (call at least 2 weeks in advance to arrange for service)  
 718-358-0900  
 
National Grid  
 (718) 643-4050  
 
Verizon Fios    
877-502-2876  
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Let your friends and family know – send an email blast or Paperless 
Post. For a charming, old-fashioned touch, send out a moving 
announcement. Fine Stationery has a wonderful selection.  
 
Update schools and professionals – update your kids’ schools, doctors, 
lawyer, accountant, your employer, insurance companies, newspaper and 
magazine subscriptions,  
 
How to delegate the administrative tasks: 
 
Feeling overwhelmed? You can delegate the administrative tasks to a 
personal assistant. Two resources we recommend are TaskRabbit and 
Lambent. 
  
There is also an online service called Updater that will take care of all the 
details for you for a small fee. It will also eliminate junk mail – perfect for 
keeping clutter at bay! 

The Pre-Move Purge; Keep only the things 
you need and love  
 
Designer William Morris said “have nothing in your house that you do not 
know to be useful, or believe to be beautiful”. This is a good guideline 
when doing the pre-move purge. The objective is to start fresh in your 
new home with only the things you need and love.  
 
Hire a professional organizer like AKorganizing to help you make the 
tough decisions on what to keep and what to toss, sell or donate. The 
process will be easier and a lot faster.  
 
De-cluttering before you move will make your move easier, more 
organized and less stressful. When you get to your new home your 
belongings will be sorted and streamlined, making it easier to put away.  
 

Best places to donate, sell, recycle and 
consign in NYC 
 
Not sure what to do with things you no longer need or love? Check out 
the following articles for great places to donate, recycle, sell or consign 
items.  
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If you want to sell stuff on line and have the time to do it yourself, there 
is eBay, Etsy and Craigslist. Do you like the idea of turning your clutter 
into cash but don’t’ want to do it yourself? EBay Valet will do it for you.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Where to Donate and Recycle in NYC - this is a list of some of our favorite 
NYC charities  - most of which have drop off and pick up services. Make 
sure to allow plenty of time if you will be arranging for a pick up. We have 
also included places to recycle.  
 
Twelve of New York City's Best Consignment and Resale Stores Compiled 
by New York Racked, these are some of the best spots in the city to take 
your discards: the places that pay the best, buy the most, have the best 
policies, and the best inventory for you to shop if you want to trade 
instead of sell.  

Photo: Society Boutique – Memorial Sloan Kettering 
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Hiring a Mover – 3 movers we recommend 
 
Get 2-3 moving and packing estimates from local movers – make sure 
they are in-person and not over the phone.  
 
 
Here are 3 that we recommend: 
 
Oz Moving 
www.ozmoving.com 
(888) 612-1862 
 
Dumbo Movers 
www.dumbomoving.com 
(718) 962-0360 
 
Flatrate Moving 
www.flatrate.com 
(212) 335-1349 

Prepare for Moving day – 4 things to take care 
of now 
 
Gather your valuables – Gather jewelry, heirlooms and anything you 
would be absolutely devastated to have lost or broken during the move. 
Arrange to bring these items to your new home on your own. You’ll also 
want to keep track of where your important documents are - such as 
passports, birth certificates, deeds, last will and testament. 
 
Prepare your "Essentials Bag" - include clothing for 2-3 days, pajamas, 
toiletries, medicine, first aid basics, a hair dryer, books and homework 
for kids. Keep track of your essentials bag by moving it yourself rather 
than having the movers do it.  
 
Prepare your "Open First" boxes  
 
Bedding – this should include anything you will need for a good nights 
sleep as well as basic bathroom items such as a shower curtain, toilet 
paper. Your movers will take your beds apart at your old place and put 
them back together in your new place. Have bedding readily available to 
make the beds.  
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Cleaning supplies – Have all purpose cleaner and paper towels to wipe 
down counters, surfaces and cabinets. You’ll also want to have plenty of 
hand soap, toilet paper and paper towels on hand in the bathroom on 
moving day.  
 
Pet supplies – If you have pets, make sure to have food, treats, their bed, 
toys, water bowl, harness and leash for dogs. Place familiar items out 
before you bring your pets to your new home to help them acclimate.  
Arrange for child and pet care - Avoid stress on kids and pets by 
arranging for someone to take care of them while the movers are coming 
in and out of your apartment. It will also keep them safe as the movers 
maneuver throughout the house with bulky furniture and towers of 
boxes.  

Moving into your new building – Why the 
Super is So Important 
 
Introduce yourself to the super – your doorman, super and building 
staff (if you are moving into a high rise) will be invaluable. They will guide 
you, reserve the elevator for you, make last minute repairs and possibly 
take packing boxes away for you. If your couch needs just a few more 
inches to fit into the elevator, your super is the one who can arrange to 
take the ceiling panels off so your movers can get the couch upstairs!  
 
Schedule your move in/move out dates – Research your building’s 
guidelines on moving in and out and reserve the elevator if applicable. 
Most buildings require a certificate of insurance so make sure to request 
this from your moving company.  
 
Make sure your sofa will fit - Measure your sofa and other large pieces 
of furniture (such as armoires) to make sure they will fit in your new 
place. You’ll want to measure the doors and doorframe. If it doesn’t fit, 
the movers can gain an inch or two by removing the door and possibly 
the doorframe. Most couches and other furniture have removable feet so 
you can gain some wiggle room there as well. Here are some guidelines 
on how to measure your sofa from Habitat.  
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Get elevator measurements - If you are moving into an elevator 
building you’ll want to avoid the very stressful experience of not being 
able to get your furniture upstairs because it does not fit in the elevator. 
 
To measure your elevator Room and Board offers the following guidelines 
- measure the height and width of the elevator door and the interior 
height, width and depth. Also take the diagonal measurement from the 
bottom center of the door opening to the back ceiling. They also suggest 
making note of handrails and overhead lights in the elevator and include 
them in your measurements.  
 
If you have any doubts at all, do not pass go. Talk to your moving 
company and building super to solve the problem before moving day. 
You may be able to come up with creative solutions bringing the sofa 
upstairs on top of the elevator. It will save you (and your movers) a lot of 
time and frustration on moving day.  
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Find out where the recycling room is - Ask how to dispose of boxes 
and packing materials – You may be able to leave packing materials in 
your apartment and have the super take them away. Oftentimes you will 
need to bring them to the basement.  
 
If you are in brownstone – find out the trash pick up days in your new 
neighborhood at NYC.gov. Make sure that you put trash out on the right 
day and that your recycling follows Department of Sanitation guidelines – 
if not you or your landlord may receive an ECB violation.  

Prepare your new home  
 
Do a deep clean – you’ll want to have your housekeeper do a deep clean 
of your new place before you move in. The apartment will have post 
construction residue that won’t be noticeable until you start putting 
things away. Pay particular attention to the kitchen. The last thing you 
want is to start putting dishes away and discover there’s sawdust in the 
back of your cabinets!  

 
Cleanse the space – use a smudge stick to clear the space of negative 
energy that may have accumulated. You can get a smudge stick at Whole 
Body or order it on Amazon. Here are some simple guidelines from 
fengshui.about.com. 
 
Bring over essentials and valuables – if possible, bring your essentials 
bags and open first boxes ahead of time. You’ll also want to bring over 
your valuables and important documents and put them in a safe place. 
Lastly, the movers will not move plants or perishables so bring those over 
on your own.  

Photo:  amazon.com 
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Plan for meals – You’ll want to stay nourished and hydrated on moving 
day so plan on having plenty of water and healthy snacks available. Have 
paper plates, cups and plastic forks, knives and spoons on hand. 
Research 2-3 restaurants in your new neighborhood for delivery and as 
your go to places while you get settled. Locate your nearest grocery store 
or Whole Foods and pick up groceries. Place a Fresh Direct order to keep 
things really simple. This will help reduce stress and take the pressure off 
while you get your kitchen set up. 

Working with your movers for great results – 
lunch goes a long way 
 
At your current home 
 

• Do a walk through with your movers and point out anything that is 
fragile. Supervise the packing and make sure boxes are clearly 
marked with the contents or the room they belong in.  

• Learn and remember their names, especially the foreman who will 
be your point person.  

• Designate a bathroom for them, stocked with liquid soap, paper 
towels and trashcan. (both locations) 

• Provide an ample supply of water, coffee, soft drinks and snacks 
(both locations) 

• Keep the temperature in check; if it’s too hot, turn on the AC. (both 
locations) 

• Provide your moving crew with a light lunch.  
• Before the moving truck leaves, give the driver your cell phone 

number and get the driver’s and foreman’s numbers. Keep the 
moving company’s contact info handy as well.  

• Confirm delivery address and coordinate the estimated time of 
arrival so you can meet them there. 

 
At your new home 
 

• Do a walk through of the space and point out where the different 
rooms are. Label the bedrooms and other rooms that may not be 
obvious such as the den or office.  

• Check that everything arrived safely  
• Direct the movers on where you’d like your furniture to go 
• Make sure beds and other furniture is assembled properly  
• Ask movers to take away extra packing materials and boxes if 

applicable 
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• Do a final walk through with your movers and ask them to make 
any last minute adjustments. 

• Tip your movers generously. 20% is customary in NYC. Give the tip 
to the foreman who will then divide up amongst his crew. 

Unpack and Set Up 
 
It is not uncommon to have unpacked boxes in your living room or 
bedroom 6 months after you move, or to have to go back and organize 
things that were hastily and haphazardly unpacked. AKorganizing’s 
Unpack & Set Up services help you avoid all of that. 
 
AKorganizing will help you avoid costly time off from work, the stress of 
unpacking and most importantly disruption to your family’s routines. Our 
expert team of professional organizers will unpack and set up your new 
home in 1-5 days as opposed to the weeks or months it can normally 
take. 
 
Our team of professional organizers will do all the heavy lifting and 
unpacking for you. We start with the kitchen, the hearth of the home, and 
then set up your kids’ rooms, bedrooms, bathrooms, playrooms and 
living room (depending on your preference). 
 
Every home is different. As professional organizers in NYC, we’ve 
organized hundreds of apartments, brownstones and lofts since 
AKorganizing was founded in 2006. As a result, our team can quickly and 
easily implement best practices to beautifully set up your new home. You 
get the extensive knowledge and experience of our team to help you 
maximize the space in your new home and set up effective organizational 
systems right from the start. 
 
Once everything is unpacked and the boxes have been hauled away, you 
can relax, enjoy a good night’s sleep in your new home and wake up 
refreshed with your kitchen beautifully organized and ready for breakfast! 
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What Our Clients Are Saying 
 
Angela did an amazing job with my move. When I moved to Manhattan I was 
recovering from an injury, wherein I could hardly move, and I had a five-year-
old in tow. To top it off, I had shipped way too much furniture from my house in 
CA for my tiny apartment in NYC and when my boxes arrived, none of them 
were labeled! I called Angela in great distress and she immediately put me at 
ease. She was able to organize and unload all the boxes, sort out all the excess 
furniture and arrange each room to suit me and my son. She kept me in the loop 
throughout the whole process and also made furniture recommendations, 
designed storage solutions and helped with logistics. This was all done in a 
timely manner and my son and I were able to settle-in with ease. I truly 
appreciate and am thankful for Angela’s professionalism, expertise, timeliness, 
and friendly approach. 

Jan Iverson 
New York, NY 

 
 

Angela helped me set up my son’s room after a pretty hectic move. As a 7 
month pregnant mother of a two year old with nesting instinct in full swing, 
being limited during the move was a challenge but Angela’s warm smile settled 
me almost instantly. Plus my toddler adored her! 

Ariana, Teacher, Mom 
New York, NY 

 
 
Angela is amazing! She is a trusted resource, extremely knowledgeable and very 
discreet. I initially hired Angela and her team at AKorganizing after an extensive 
search of NAPO certified organizers to help my employer and his wife (an 
entrepreneurial power couple) find several solutions to organize their home. 
Specifically, we needed an organizer to help build systems for an overflow of 
gifts, tote bags and suitcases from business travel and professional conferences 
that were spilling into the bedroom and living room. 
 
Not only did she reconfigure the walk-in closet to better accommodate 
everything, but she added two additional closets in the bedroom for shoes, 
folded clothing and accessories! Angela also organized the linen and utility 
closets, as well as, the play area for my boss’s young son. We are currently 
working on volumes of documents, books, photos, supplies and artwork in the 
home office. She even helped me reconfigure my tiny bathroom that had no 
cabinets in a matter of minutes. She is a pleasure to work with and I highly 
recommend her for any project, big or small! 
 

JPM 
Brooklyn, NY 
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